Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.063; wR factor = 0.191; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.6.
In the title compound, C 5 H 5 NO 2 , the pyrrole ring and its carboxyl substituent are close to coplanar, with a dihedral angle of 11.7 (3) between the planes. In the crystal structure, adjacent molecules are linked by pairs of O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds to form inversion dimers. Additional N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link these dimers into chains extending along the a axis.
Related literature
For pyrroles sourced from marine organisms, see : Faulkner (2002) . For the bioactivity of pyrrole derivatives, see : Banwell et al. (2006) ; Sosa et al. (2002) . For related structures, see : Zeng (2006) ; Zeng et al. (2007) . For graph-set motifs, see : Bernstein et al. (1995) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker,1999 ); cell refinement: SAINTPlus (Bruker, 1999) ; data reduction: SAINT-Plus; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 
Comment
Pyrrole derivatives are well known in many marine organisms (Faulkner, 2002) , some show important bioactivities, such as antitumor activity (Banwell et al., 2006) and protein kinase inhibiting activity (Sosa et al., 2002) . This is the reason they have attracted our interest. This study is related to our previous structural investigations of methyl 2-(4,5-dibromo-1H-pyrrole-2-carboxamido)propionate (Zeng et al., 2007 ) and 3-bromo-1-methyl-6,7-dihydropyrrolo[2,3-c]azepine-4,8(1H,5H)-dione (Zeng, 2006) . In the crystal structure, molecules of the title compound are linked through N1-H1···O1 i hydrogen bonds to form centrosymmetric dimers ( Fig. 2 ) of graph-set motif R 2 2 (10) (Bernstein et al., 1995) , which are linked by O2-H2···O1
ii hydrogen bonds (another kind of centrosymmetric dimers of graph-set motif R 2 2 (8) are formed), generating chains extending to the a axis (also shown in Fig. 2 ).
Experimental
The commercially available 1H-pyrrole-2-carboxylic acid was dissolved in the mixture of EtOH (80%) and ethyl acetate (20%). Colorless monoclinic crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained when the solution was exposed to the air at room temperature for about 5 d.
Refinement
All non-H atoms were refined with anisotropic displacement parameters. The H atoms were positioned geometrically [C-H = 0.95Å for CH, O-H = 0.84Å for OH, and N-H = 0.88 Å] and refined using a riding model, with U iso = 1.2U eq (1.5U eq for the methyl group) of the parent atom. In the final difference Fourier map the highest peak (0.74 eÅ -3
) is 1.01Å from O2
and the deepest hole (-0.73 eÅ -3 ) is 0.61Å from O2.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level.
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1H-Pyrrole-2-carboxylic acid
Crystal data Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none
Special details
Geometry. All e.s.d.'s (except the e.s.d. in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance mat- 
